A Heartfelt Cry

mistake was dissolving Parliament eighteen months ago1 with-
out sufficient motive and only from hatred of the Centre
Party, which came back stronger than ever. That this party
exists in Germany we owe to Bismarck. In persecuting the
Catholics as he did he forced them to defend themselves.

I see in the Berlin papers proceedings against Prince Eulen-
burg are to begin again to-morrow, but that the Prince has
had recourse to his old comedy and he declares he's not only
ill but dying.

Kleinitz, nth July, 1909.

I made a trip to Berlin the day before yesterday and lunched
with Frau Schwabach. She told me everybody was sad and
anxious. The Emperor's absence during the crisis had the
worst effect, and this way of keeping Bulow in suspense
without giving any indication as to the appointment of his
successor not only creates an unfortunate impression but gives
rise to suppositions of every description. Quite a number
believe Bulow will be recalled, and others have a horrible
fear that the Emperor will appoint a colourless Chancellor
so that he can be his own. Bethmann, Wedel, Radolin, in
short, God knows who, even Monts, are mentioned.

It appears that the Emperor has felt great relief at the
death of the famous Holstein. He was then at Corfu when
Wangenheim, German Minister at Athens came to see him.
From the other end of the room the Emperor shouted :
"Come quick so that I can kiss you, I've just received a
telegram announcing the death of Holstein . . . Ugh I" It
was a heartfelt cry.

At Berlin they've become quite clever at playing a comedy
in all our ruling spheres, and this country where for thirty
years weVe had a feeling of sincerity and security has quite
1 See Note ott "Bulow's Block Policy" pp. 341-2.
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